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Tracking New Coal-Fired Power Plants

Sources: 1 - Energy Central Daily & Wall Street Journal

This information package is intended to provide an overview of 
“Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation” by examining 

proposed new coal-fired power plants that are under consideration.  
The results contained in this package are derived from information 

that is available from various tracking organizations and news groups.  
Although comprehensive, this information is not intended to represent 
every possible plant under consideration but is intended to illustrate 

the large potential that exists for new coal-fired power plants.

Proposals to build new power plants are often speculative and 
typically operate on “boom & bust” cycles, based upon the ever 

changing economic climate of power generation markets.  As such, it 
should be noted that many of the proposed plants will not likely be 

built.  For example, out of a total portfolio (gas, coal, etc) of 500 GW of 
newly planned power plant capacity announced in 2001, 91 GW have

been already been scrapped or delayed1. 

The Department of Energy does not guarantee the accuracy or 
suitability of this information.
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154 GW New Coal Capacity By 2030
(Accounts for 51% of New Capacity Additions)

New Electricity Capacity Additions
(EIA Reference Case)
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154 GW New Coal Capacity By 2030
(~ 309 New 500 MW Plants)

Source: Data Derived From EIA Annual Energy Outlook 2006
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159 Proposed & New Plants
96 GW Power

$ 141 Billion Investment

Equivalent Power
for

96 Million Homes

Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation 
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Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation
Proposed New Plants

0.8GW
$1.6 B

2

2.1 GW
$2.9 B

3
2.7 GW
$3.1 B

6

10.5 GW
$14.9 B

16

1.8 GW
$2.9 B

3

LEGEND

Capacity (GW)
Investment (B - Billion $)

Proposed Plants

3.1 GW
$3.5 B

2

0.2 GW
$0.2 B

1

4.4 GW
$5.9 B

7

1.0 GW
$2.3 B

2

2.1 GW
$2.6 B

7

0.5 GW
$1.0 B

2

3.2 GW
$4.4 B

7

2.7GW
$3.4 B

3

0.4 GW
$0.4 B

1

Undecided
2.9 GW
$5.1 B

5

1.3 GW
$2.3 B

2

1.3 GW
$2.0 B

2

5.6 GW
$6.6 B

9

3.3 GW
$4.9 B

4

4.3 GW
$5.3 B

7

2.5 GW
$3.9 B

4

3.6 GW
$4.7 B

3
1.5 GW
$3.0 B

3

1.3GW
$2.5 B

3

Equivalent Power
for

96 Million Homes

159 Plants
96GW

$ 141 Billion

2.5 GW
$4.1 B

6

1.8 GW
$3.0 B

2

2.2 GW
$2.6 B

2

0.9 GW
$1.3 B

2

10.9 GW
$15.8 B

12

1.2 GW
$2.0 B

1

3.3 GW
$5.2 B

10

0.6GW
$0.3 B

4

4.5 GW
$7.4 B

6

1.1GW
$2.6 B

20.8 GW
$0.9 B

3

0.6 GW
$1.0 B

1

0.7 GW
$1.6 B

2

1.6 GW
$3.0 B

1

DE
0.6 GW
$1.5 B

1



OCES  1/24/2007NETL Contacts: Scott Klara, klara@netl.doe.gov
Erik Shuster, erik.shuster@sa.netl.doe.gov

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
17

Undec
ided

M
W

 E
le

ct
ric

ity

Operational
Proposed

Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation
** Annual Capacity Additions New and Proposed**

159 Plants
96GW

$  141 Billion



OCES  1/24/2007NETL Contacts: Scott Klara, klara@netl.doe.gov
Erik Shuster, erik.shuster@sa.netl.doe.gov

Coal’s Resurgence
State Summary

Equivalent Power
for

96 Million Homes

159 Plants
96GW

$  141 Billion



OCES  1/24/2007NETL Contacts: Scott Klara, klara@netl.doe.gov
Erik Shuster, erik.shuster@sa.netl.doe.gov

Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation
** Database **

Investment costs notated by “~” were unavailable and estimated by DOE at $1000 per kW
Red text above indicates recent updates
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Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power 
Generation

22
14

4

32

0
4
8

12
16
20
24
28
32

Number 
of Plants

CFB

Sup
erc

riti
ca

l

Ultra
-S

up
erc

riti
ca

l

Gas
ific

ati
on

Advanced Technologies



OCES  1/24/2007NETL Contacts: Scott Klara, klara@netl.doe.gov
Erik Shuster, erik.shuster@sa.netl.doe.gov

Notes on Summarized Data

• Number of proposed/new plants, total power, 
and billions invested include all proposed 
plants and operational plants listed in the 
database section of this report.
−Plants included in totals since the year 2000
−Operational Plants, in green text, are included in the 

totals
−Cancelled projects, in gray-strikethrough text, are 

NOT included in totals
• All boiler technologies not listed are assumed 

to be sub critical PC boilers.
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New Coal Fired Power Plant Projects
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